If Someone Should Rise From the Dead

Luke 16:19-31 "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and  who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus  at his side. 24 And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.' 27 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five brothers —so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They have  Moses and the Prophets;  let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets,  neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.'" ESV

______________________________________________________________________

Hell has frozen over in recent times and there are gaping holes on the Gospel pages of many a preacher's Bible.  Okay, not really, but it certainly seems that way doesn't it?  Almost nobody preaches on the subject of hell anymore and if they do, it seems to be only to remove hell from our mindset or to attempt to convince us that what the Bible is saying on the subject is opposite from what the Bible obviously says about the subject.  Church goers today get a good dose of God's love and mercy and virtually nothing about God's righteousness and justice in punishing sin, but I dare say that you really cannot have one without the other.  A judge who allows all sorts of crime to go unpunished isn't a good judge at all, but a horrible judge and it is the same with the living God.  He is a God of love and of mercy and of forgiveness, but if you reject that, you leave Him no choice but to bring down judgment because He is also a good God that is holy and righteous and fair in all that He does.  We all deserve to die for our sins, but only His great plan of salvation has provided a way out of it!  

It has reached a place where for a preacher to actually preach from one of these texts that so often flowed from our Lord's mouth, one has to spend some time giving some disclaimers as I am doing today.  It's almost like we have to apologize for preaching about hell.  I would like not to preach hell today, so much as pull a thought from a passage that includes hell, so let me get the disclaimers out of the way very quickly:

First, there is a hell.  The Greek term hades can sometimes mean the grave or the waiting place of the dead where they await final judgment or the resurrection of the dead that will take place at the coming of Christ, but it can also mean a place of torment as we see in our text.  Furthermore, the specific word gehenna always refers to a place of torment and of flames.  And in the book of Revelation, we read about the lake of fire where death and hades will be cast.  In short, we all go to a holding place when we die, either awaiting the resurrection at the Lord's coming, or the white throne judgment.  If you are awaiting the Lord's return and right with God, you are in a blissful sleep until you are given a glorified bodies and rise out of the grave and the holding place and go with Him into the clouds!  What is left are those who are being tormented in the flames as the rich man of our text and that place and those who are in them are judged and then cast into the lake of fire!  Did you know that Jesus preached on the subject of hell – the hot part of hades – more than any other subject during His earthly ministry?  If there is no hell, then there is no Jesus and He is a liar and we all need to go home.  If you believe in Jesus, you must believe in hell for it is He who told us the most about it.

Secondly, God doesn't send anyone to hell – the Old Testament reveals that it was created for the devil and his angels and no human being was ever intended to go there.  But because our choices – choices to ignore the great God of glory who came off His throne  and provided a way of salvation so that you did not have to go to such a place – have caused many a man to decide to go there, hell has had to “enlarge itself” to hold the masses.  Hell is not a party and God sends nobody to hell, rather people go to either heaven or hell by their own free will choice.  Like a person in a burning hotel on an upper story who is trapped and a fire truck with a ladder comes to the window and the firefighter offers to save the person by allowing them to come out the window and down the ladder, and yet a person refuses the salvation offered and turns and runs back into the burning building, so is anyone who goes to hell.  It is not the fault of the God who became a Savior to help you our of your own predicament.  It is the fault of the person who refuses the help offered.  Stop blaming the God who has offered a way of escape from the fires that we created in our own lives.

Lastly in my disclaimer, people have been put off by recent hell preaching and sometimes for good reason.  For one thing, any preaching that tries to explain away the Bible is impotent and not life changing and definitely should leave a bad taste in the mouth of the hearers.  For another, many preachers dive into the subject not really being all that knowledgeable about the subject and teach myths and their personal opinions rather truth.  Yet another reason that hell has gotten a bad rap is that some preachers have tried to scare people into serving God through it.  You cannot serve God out of a fear of hell, but rather it must be out of a Godly fear that is respect born out of a great love for God.  If someone has to scare you into obedience, then they will have to scare you to keep you obedient!  And lastly, too many preachers have preached about the subject without genuine concern in their heart for the people whom they are addressing.  Hell – if not preached out of a genuine love that desires for people to miss it – often become a damning exercise.  I had a Bible college instructor that once told us, “Never preach hell without tears in your eyes and never preach people into it, rather preach people out of it!”  Such is my aim today!  

______________________________________   

Truth be told, Jesus was trying to shock people by His comments in our text.  He was addressing the Pharisees, self-righteous Jewish religious leaders, who loved money more than anything else and who trusted in their genealogies – that they could prove that they were direct descendants of Abraham – more than anything else.  They thought that it didn't matter if they were sincere or loving God on the inside, as long as they appeared righteous, since they were thoroughbred Jews, the promises that God made to Abraham of blessing and even eternal blessing would automatically apply to them.  Jesus was trying to get them to see that they needed to be genuine with God and that just being an earthly descendant of Abraham and being wealthy did not mean that the favor of God was on them.

So Jesus told this story, this story of a rich man who was left unnamed, no doubt because some who heard would have recognized it, and a beggar named Lazarus.  Jesus' use of the beggar's name and the manner in which he presented it, seems to leave no doubt that this story actually happened.  This is not a parable in the strict sense of the word, but an actual event.  Jesus did not say, “the kingdom of heaven is like if a rich man...”  He said, “there was a rich man...”  This story really happened!

Both men in the story are Jewish, but the one was rich seemingly living under the blessings of God and the other was nothing but a sick beggar.  In the story, the rich man goes to hell, the fiery side of hades, while the beggar surprisingly is the one that goes into the peaceful place of rest that awaits the resurrection.  This was shocking enough to those who thought their riches in Israel were a sure sign of being right with God.  Even more shocking is that Lazarus never speaks in the story but instead he is with Abraham who is the one who speaks.  The rich man was not where Abraham was – a point carefully chosen to point out to the Pharisees that just being Jewish and wealthy didn't guarantee you an eternal inheritance with Abraham.  Rather what the individual obeyed and heeded while on earth determined their eternal destiny.  Jesus was shocking the hearers but only because He was desperately trying to wake them up in their spiritual slumber and delusion.  

Such is the context of our text.  There are many things that we can pull from this story – such things as there is no such thing a purgatory and people either go to one of two destinations when they die.  And that there is a gulf, chasm, or great divide affixed between the two so that once you are in one place, nothing that you can do will change that fact.  Oh, if this generation would be convinced of Jesus' teachings here:  how differently we would live our lives!  

But I would have you today to notice the exchange between the rich man who is in hell and Abraham at the end of the story.  After realizing that there is no hope for himself, the rich man has this conversation with Abraham:

Luke 16:27-31 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five brothers —so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They have  Moses and the Prophets;  let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No,  father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, 'If they do not hear  Moses and the Prophets,  neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.'" ESV

Notice that exchange carefully, “if someone would go from the dead and preach to them, they would repent.”  And the answer, “if they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.”  Even if some one were to rise from the dead and go to them, yet they would not hear!  

_____________________________________

Let me preach to you from these verses:

“If things had been different” will be the language of hell.

In his sudden concern for his brothers, this man yet still throws blame upon God for his plight, does he not?  When he says, “if someone were to go back from the dead, they would hear” he is also saying, “I did not have someone come back from the dead and that's why I'm here.”  And implied in that is the mentality, “it's not my fault that I'm here, I wasn't warned adequately, and the people of my age that spoke for God didn't do a good enough job.”  “If my mother and father been more religious, maybe I would have listened.”  “If I had not made as much money, I would have given more thought to eternity.”  “If the scribe at the local synagogue had been more interesting and more passionate, I wouldn't be here.”  And so we find that “if things had been different” will be the language of hell.  Everybody in hell will have an excuse and everybody in hell will seek to place blame on someone or something else.  And “if things had been different...”  

We hear this today on those who are still in the land of the living and who can still make a choice away from such a place.  Even today, those who are headed downward already have this “if things had been different” speech on their tongues!  “If the preachers were more interesting and funny, I'd live for God.”  “If the preachers were more passionate and more devoted and more anointed, then perhaps I'd heed the Word of God.”  “If the church had more sincere people and less hypocrites, then I might obey and be faithful.”  “If the church were full of angels and God manifest in flesh were the preacher, and if blinded eyes were opened every service and if the preacher walked on water, then I'd be convinced and obey.”  If the local church were closer to my house, more convenient to my schedule, then...”  “If I'd been raised in the home of godly parents, then I'd...”  “If my birth circumstances weren't so...”  “If I'd been richer or if I had been poorer, or if I'd been in a different part of the country or world and if I'd had friends that lived for God...”  “If that hadn't happened or if this would have never been said...”  “If God were to awake me each day with a visible manifestation of His power, then I'd believe.”  “If God would have given me the pony that I wanted for Christmas when I was six years old...”  “If God would have healed my mother...”  “If I did not have to suffer through this illness...”  “If I had all of my questions answered...”  If angels would come down and form a pyramid and then do a three-ring circus act for me...”  “If there were no evil in the world...”  “If I hadn't had a flat tire...”  “If I hadn't married him...”  And on and on and on – enough!  

Enough the language of hell!  You are saddling the wrong horse, sir.  You are hurling the ball at the wrong base.  The real issue is that of your heart.  The real issue is why do you  use your freedom of choice to choose not to obey?  The real issue is you and only you.  Though the church were pastored by Jesus Christ and the angels manned the choir, yet you would not be any further along because you are avoiding the issue.  You need a heart transplant!  You need to surrender to the will and way of God.  The issue is you and nothing else!  And yet let us never forget:  

The language of heaven will be, “Even though this was so...!”

Those who make it to heaven will have the testimony of the beggar Lazarus:  “I didn't have all of the breaks in life that some came, even though I made it!”  “Even though it was so that I was poor, yet I inherited eternal life!”  “Even though I was sick unto death and couldn't afford treatment or a cure, yet I was faithful and I have an abode in the city where sickness and death cannot enter!”  “Even though I was born into negative circumstances, yet I overcame them through the power of the cross!”  That is the language of heaven and I hear it already on the lips of people who have yet to cross over to that side!  “Even though I went through an exceeding low time, yet I'm still standing and I'm still here!”  “Even though everybody was against me and it seemed there was no hope, I found the hope of God!”  “Even though I had made a myriad of mistakes and had sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, yet I was washed, I was justified, I was sanctified, and I was forgiven by the work of Jesus Christ!”  That's the language of heaven!  There will be no perfect people in heaven, but it will be the final place of the forgiven and the overcoming!  And so the language of heaven is the exact opposite of hell's voice.  The language of heaven is, “it wasn't the beginning of the matter that defined me, but the ending of the matter!  And I found the Savior who is the first and the last and He dealt with my first so that I could have a glorious future!  “Even though this was so, yet I made it!”  Oh, that the attitude of heaven would grip our hearts today!

_______________________________   

Now among the many “ifs” of the unbelievers, there have been, no doubt, this same “if” of the rich man arise in various hearts.  This whim that “if someone were to come back from the dead and preach to them, then they would listen.”  This notion that “if someone should rise from the dead, then people would heed their voice.”  

If say someone like the rich man were to come back with burned arms and face and a wild look in his eyes, how the masses would repent!  How people would then flock to hear his testimony and to believe in Jesus Christ!  If someone were to come from the very flames of torment, still smelling like smoke and passionately beg people in the street, then how the world would be evangelized and how millions would repent and be baptized!  

Or if someone such as Lazarus were to come back from the paradise of Abraham's bosom and if he were to testify of the light that he saw and the restful state of waiting for our Lord.  If he were to testify on broadcasts that would go around the globe of speaking with Abraham, how our churches would be filled and how the altars would never be empty and how the baptisteries would be busy and how the bible studies would be popular!  Hollywood would have to close down and every liquor shop would board their windows up because of the conversions and the government would suddenly stop being corrupt and water pipes would never freeze and your macaroni and cheese would never burn and bacon ends would taste like filet mignons and pigs would fly!  

Okay, stop the nonsense.  The truth is, “no it wouldn't.”  Though one were to rise from the dead, yet the world would not turn to God and the unbeliever would not be converted.  Let the words of Jesus ring true in our ears:  “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.”  That is the final truth of the matter.  All of this other supposed results is a figment of our imagination.  It is not truth.  Jesus said that if they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they would not hear the one raised from the dead.  His Words are the truth but what does it mean?  

The term “Moses and the prophets” refers to the Old Testament Bible.  When Jesus said these words, the New Testament was still being written and the first five books written by Moses and the rest of the Old Testament, the prophets, were the written Word of God.  He is referring to the written Word of God and to the preachers of that word, the teachers in the local synagogues.  And He is referring to that era's version of the local church, the local Jewish synagogues in which almost every town had a place to go and learn the Word of God and a copy of the Old Testament scripture.  Jesus said, “if they will not heed the written Word of God and the preached Word of God at the local church that I have provided, then they would not believe even if someone were to come back from the dead.”  Consider the matter with me further:

Some would think that one who came back from the dead would give stronger evidence than the truth of God's Word elsewhere.

“Surely,” some would say, “if we had someone to come back who had seen it and who would testify, they would have stronger evidence of the existence of such things.”  Has it ever occurred to you that if such a thing were so, would God not have used it already?  It is not His will that any should perish but that all would have everlasting life.  If all it took for the world to be saved and the unbeliever to be turned was to have someone come back from the other side and tell us about it, would God not use that?  

Think of the other Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, whom after being dead for four days came back to life.  Do you not think that his family and friends did not ask him questions?  Do you not know that they asked him all sorts of things?  Yet any observations or testimony that he gave is not recorded for us.  The Bible makes no mention of Mary and Martha's great faith because of what they heard confirmed from the dead man who came back from the grave.  It is the same with Eutychus.  The young man who fell asleep while Paul preached long and fell from the third story window to his death in the 20th chapter of Acts.  Paul prayed for him and he was resurrected but they did not then give the pulpit to the young man to testify of his experience, rather the scriptures say that once he was raised, Paul went back to preaching and preaching from the Old Testament scriptures at that.  

In the story of our text, the beggar Lazarus never speaks.  He seems to be in a type of sleep awaiting the resurrection.  He shows no awareness of the rich man or the gulf divide or the flames of torment that the rich man is now in.  It is a damning doctrine that says that people die and in a flash are on streets of gold and by gates of pearl.  It is not so, if you take the scripture's record of it.  The truth of the matter is that streets of gold and gates of pearl are in the New Jerusalem which only comes out of the New Heaven to the New Earth after this old heaven and earth are passed away and burnt up with a fervent heat.  The truth of the matter is that the righteous fall into what the Bible terms a sleep until the Day of the Lord and when Jesus appears in the eastern skies, the dead in Christ shall rise first and meet Him in the air and return to ever be with the Lord!  Then they will make their entrance in the heaven that now is and then they will eat at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  If people are already in heaven today, then why does our Savior come back to get them?  This myth that people die and are instantly in heaven in their mansion has caused us to lose our focus off of the return of the Lord where it should be.  Nobody preaches on hell anymore and nobody preaches on the subject that our Lord is  coming to catch away His saints and at that moment you will be given your glorified body and your reward and you'd better be ready!  That's Apostolic!  That's what the people of the early church of Acts preached, but you don't hear it much anymore because people have believed this lie that people are automatically there.  

The reason that Lazarus – either one – and Eutychus didn't have a lot to say is because there is not a whole lot to tell from having entered a time of sleep and rest.  Who will you believe, the books of so-called near death experiences or the testimony of the Word of God?  Who will you believe, the writer of a sappy country love song that speaks of angels watching over you from above, or the sure testimony of the One who died for you and who said, “I'm coming back for you and then the dead shall rise?”  

And that is the point, is it not?  Some people put all of their hopes in the story of some  person who had a near-death experience and use that to justify their inaction or the disobedience.  “Well, if they didn't come back with burns, then they must be okay and I must be too.”  But by believing such things, they turn from the clear teaching of the written Word of God.  And by such actions they prove the words of Jesus correct – even if someone were to come back from the dead, yet if they will not hear and heed the written Word of God, then they will not believe.  The written Word of God is the bedrock of truth and the source for truth.  Man and his perceptions and stories are not.  Man's “near-death” experiences are a result of medicines, trauma, dreams, secluded memories of what they have been taught to believe, and should be treated as such.  But the Word of God will stand true and will never pass away, even after this earth and this heaven pass away!  If someone were to come back from the dead, they would not give any more evidence of the truth of eternity than what is already found in God's Word for they have not experienced it all yet!  We must stand on the written Word of God and believe it without demanding the “ifs” of another world's proof!

Some would think that if one were to come back from the dead, then the unbeliever would be forced to believe from the strength of his supernatural testimony.

But it is not so.  For the unbelieving would still be unbelieving.  You say, “prove to me the Bible is true” and I say to you, “the burden is not on me to prove it true, but on you to prove it false.”  If we take just a handful of the prophecies about Jesus Christ and calculate the chances of them coming true about one man in random, the odds are astounding.  And then when we consider that there are hundreds of prophecies of Jesus Christ – not ambiguous, but very specific prophecies – that came true exactly fulfilled in history and in the New Testament, then the odds become astronomical.  And it is not just so about Jesus Christ, but about any other part of the Bible.  It was written over thousands of years apart and by different authors, different nationalities, and different eras and even continents and yet it is consistent in its presentation of the facts and its truths.  

You say, “well it is just the clever manipulation of several authors who checked their facts.”  If it were so, it would even be all the more remarkable.  I collect Hardy Boys series and there are 175 smallish books in the series.  Did you know that there is a “Hardy Boy Bible” that authors that write the series were supposed to check so that every thing in every book was consistent with each other?  In other words if a certain character revealed his favorite color as red in one book, then in another book years down the road, there couldn't be suddenly that his favorite color was brown.  And yet there are thousands of inaccuracies in the Hardy Boy series like that, because even people who were being careful about it could not produce a body of work – much smaller and less intricate than the Bible – that didn't contradict itself.  Yet the Bible doesn't contradict but what Job has to say about the afterlife matches what the Apostle Paul taught.  That is because there is one author, the Holy Spirit.  

If someone denies this, then even if someone were to come back from the dead and testify, they would not believe.  If they cannot see the plain truth from the Word of God that so miraculously presents truth, they would find fault in the resurrected messenger.  They would say, “how do we know that you were really dead?”  “How do we know that the church isn't paying you to say that?”  “How do we know that you are not making that up?”  “How do I know you really died.”  “Okay, here's your death certificate, but I must see myself were you were buried.”  “Okay you say that this is where you are buried, but how do I know that you are the same man that was buried here?”  And the end result would be, “I'm a logical person and I don't believe such childish nonsense.”

If someone were to come back with burns and a wild eye, would not this world laugh at them and tell them to go get back on their meds and to leave them alone?  Is not this world desensitized by horror and pain by what they have put before their eyes, the windows to their souls?  Does not this season of our year prove to us that people would dismiss such a person as crazy or as a publicity stunt?  If such a person showed up at the end of this month, they wouldn't even stand out from the crowds!


Okay, logical person, I come to you not with the testimony of one raised from the dead, but with the written Word of God.  It is has always been proven true.  If you obey what it says, God does what it says that He will do.  It's principles lead to blessings and spiritual importations that are real and tangible.  It has predicted world history and it has predicted your Messiah down to the very things that would be said of Him on the cross.  And it has even predicted your response:  even if one were to rise from the dead, you would not believe.”  Because the issue is not the Word of God nor the supernatural power of God or the lack thereof, the issue is your heart is not right with God.  You do not believe because you do not want to believe.  Your pride would be insulted if it meant that you needed to change.  Your self-reliance and arrogance would be brought down if you had to obey.  The Word of God is plain and true and beyond dispute.  It is a higher proof than those raised from the dead.  And I have not not in one bit misrepresented it today – indeed I have restated it accurately even to the tearing down of common Christian myths of modern times.  The issue is that you must believe the truth of it or nothing else will help you!

There are some who suppose that if one were back from the dead, that his speech would be endued with more passion and persuasion than ever seen previously.             

“If someone were to come back from the dead,” this thinking goes, “oh, how he would preach to us!”  “With great anointing and with greater passion and with great exuberance that even the most hardened heart would be softened towards the things of God.”  Again, it is not so.  Lazarus never preached that we are made aware of and yet the preaching of Simon Peter who was never resurrected was what God chose to open the doors of salvation to the multitudes.  Eutychus never took a text so far as we can tell from scripture and yet the Apostle Paul who never died and came back turned his world upside down preaching about heaven and hell, Jesus and salvation, about the world that now is and the world to come!  The greatest preachers are those who have never been there but who rightfully divide and present the word of truth to you.  If you cannot hear them, then you would not hear, even if someone were to rise from the dead.

____________________________________

The simple truth of the matter is this:  One has risen from the dead.  There is One who has crossed over into that next world and who stayed there for three days before being resurrected and coming back to this world.  And this One who has risen is alive and alive for forever more.  And He has given us more than just “Moses and the prophets.”  He has given us the New Testament where men who knew Him and received of Him wrote down what they saw and heard and recorded to us what He said.  As Peter told us:

2 Peter 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised  myths when we made known to you  the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but  we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. ESV

Peter continued his thought with:

2 Peter 1:19-21 And  we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention  as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until  the day  dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For  no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God  as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. ESV

Our writings are not a figment of our imagination, is what Peter wrote, but they are about Him!  They are the record of what He did and what He established!  Peter preached such a message to the Gentiles of Cornelius' house:

Acts 10:39-43 And  we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on  the third day and made him to  appear, 41  not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as  witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify  that he is the one appointed by God to be judge  of the living and the dead. 43  To him  all the prophets bear witness that  everyone who believes in him receives  forgiveness of sins  through his name." ESV

Keep reading and you find that the Holy Spirit fell on them that heard this and believed this and they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues and then Peter baptized them in water in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Those who truly believe will obey and receive.  Those who do not obey and who do not receive, have as the core issue of unbelief in their heart.  But you have the witness of the One who rose from the dead and told you about it.  The New Testament is His word and His story.  It is written down for you.  You have Moses and the prophets, you have a local church with a preacher empowered by the Spirit of God passionately presenting to you truth, and even more so, you have in the New Testament the testimony of One who rose from the dead to testify of such things.  What's your excuse?  Take the “if this were different...” out of it.  The only issue is that of your heart.  Will you believe and thus obey or will you not?  God can give you no greater than what He has given you today.  You have the greatest proof, you have the greatest things that God has given.  Through the Word of God, He has dealt with your heart.  What will you do with it?  

There is nothing greater that God can do but empower a preacher of the Gospel to preach His Word as truthfully and accurately as recorded.  It is the greatest testimony for it truly is the testimony of the One who was rose from the dead.  If you would receive and obey, then surely one day you will rise from the dead too!  But if you will not heed the word of God, there is no hope for you.  Believe and obey!  Receive and be filled!  Cast the doubt from your hardened heart and humble yourself before the One who rose form the dead, so that you can one day rise from the dead to be with Him!  Believe the Word of God!  

